
A long time ago, when aeroplanes were not very big or strong yet, all 

passengers had to be weighed with their luggage, so that planes did 

not have to carry more than it was safe to carry. Then later, when 

aeroplanes became bigger and stronger, only the luggage had to be 

weighed; and now very often, the luggage has to be measured 

instead of being weighed, because size is more important to the 

airlines than weight. Aeroplanes are so big and strong now, that they 

can carry almost any weight. 

  But before a passenger can travel by Hawaiian Airlines, he or she 

still has to be weighed. Once when one fat man was asked by the 

airlines' clerk how much we weighed, he thought for a few seconds 

and then said to her: 

  'With or without my clothes?' 

  'Well, sir,' the girl answered, 'how are you planning to travel?' 


